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reserve which publicity imposes on a writer. But I have hoped
that the Moderate friends will not misunderstand Rajagopalachari.
There is no denying the fact that there is today a temperamental
difference between co-operating Moderates and non-co-operating
Extremists. The latter impute timidity to the former rather than
faithlessness to the country. Both are well-wishers and servants of
the country. It is open to the Moderates to consider Extremists to
be rash and even reckless. We must be able to stand such honest
criticism without feeling irritated or offended.
ccALREADY FREE"
The readers of Young India are not unfamiliar with Mr. W. W,
Pearson's1 name. He has been associated with Dr. Tagore's work
at Shantiniketan for several years. He was deported for having
written a pro-nationalist book on India. He has recently been
permitted to return to his work at Shantiniketan from where he
sent through Mr, Andrews the following message during the Con-
gress week. After a personal reference he wrote:2
I want also to add something of a more public nature which may be
used publicly or not at the Congress. . .It is this:
. . . Your work has borne its fruit, for India is already free. . .
But at the same time, although complete and unconditional swa-
raj is assured, I would urge the adoption of some practical constructive
programme of social service . . .
The Irish Agricultural Organization Society will, I am convinced,
be the firm foundation on which the structure of Irish freedom can be
built. India also will need such a basis on which can be constructed a
free and independent State and for this an immediate programme of
practical swaraj is an essential condition.
I share Mr. Pearson's view that India is "already free". She
became free when Lalaji, Pandit Nehru, Chitta Ranjan Das and
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad were arrested. She became free as
soon as it became clear that repression had fallen flat and that
the people were not to be deterred from forming associations and
holding public meetings even though they were assaulted and
flogged. Freedom was ours when we were ready to pay the price
for it. The settlement of our differences with the administrators
is a matter of time. We cannot be said to be free so long as we
need a certificate of freedom. He is not healthy, who has need to
prove his health by producing a health certificate. Every man and
1 A Christian missionary and an active supporter of Indians
2 Only excerpts reproduced here